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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to RCE filing of 19 February 2008. Claims 1 , 9, 15, 19, 21 , 
23, 26, 30, 35, 38, 42, 47, 50 and 54 have been amended. Claims 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 16, 25, 
37 and 49 have been canceled. Claims 1 , 4-6 and 9, 11-15, 17-24, 26-36, 38-48 and 
50-58 have been considered and are pending below. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 19 
February 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 19 February 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With respect to the amendments to claims 1,9, 15 and 19, the applicant argues that 
Simpson (Windows 95 Uncut) does not disclose that first and second cursor images are 
distinct from each other, and that a third cursor image is a visual combination of the first 
and second images. The examiner respectfully disagrees. In Simpson, page 138 
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figure 7-3 sliows at least four different images, a pointer for Normal Select, an hour 
glass for Busy, a pointer and hour glass for Working in Background, and a pointer and 
question mark for Help Select. The Working in Background cursor is clearly a 
combination of the Normal Select and Busy cursors. Also, note that a question mark 
appears at the top right of Mouse Properties dialog in figure 7-3. When this question 
mark is selected with a Normal Select cursor, the Help Select cursor is displayed as the 
combination of a Normal Select cursor and a question mark. 

With respect to the amendments to claims 23, 35 and 47, the applicant argues that 
neither Malamud (US 6,606,101) nor Marks (US 6, 097,390), either alone or in 
combination with Simpson would have taught or suggested a first image which 
comprises a pointer arrow having a tail, and a second image which comprises a hybrid 
consisting of a pointer arrow with a graphic in place of said tail, wherein said graphic 
represents a condition of a process;... wherein said condition is the dragging of an 
object, and said displaying means switches said display upon initiation of a drag 
operation. The examiner respectfully disagrees. It is know that in Windows 95® when 
an object is dragged, a ghost of the object is attached to the cursor during the drag 
operation (Cowart, Mastering Windows 95 The Windows 95 Bible, ISBN: 0-7821-1413- 
X, Sybex, page 219, Moving and Copying). Further, Sagman (Microsoft Office XP ® for 
Windows: Visual QuickStart Guide, ISBN: 0-201-74147-4, Peachpit Press, chapter 2, 
level 1, section 4, Dragging and Dropping Text) discloses a gray box image being 
combined with a Normal Select cursor to form a drag-and-drop cursor (figure 2-10). 
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Since Windows XP ® is the later version of Windows 95 ®, then it would have been 
obvious to add a first image which comprises a pointer arrow having a tail, and a 
second image which comprises a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow with a graphic in 
place of said tail, wherein said graphic represents a condition of a process;... wherein 
said condition is the dragging of an object, and said displaying means switches said 
display upon initiation of a drag operation to Simpson. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Simpson (Windows 95 Uncut). 

Claim 1 and 19: Simpson discloses a computer system, comprising: 

a. a display device on which windows and other graphical user interface elements 
are displayed (page 115, Personalizing the Screen); 

b. a cursor control device for positioning a cursor displayed on said display device 
relative to said user interface elements (page 137, figure 7-2); 

c. and a user interface which controls the appearance of said cursor to display a 
first image when said cursor is positioned over a user interface element that can 
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be im mediately accessed by a user, a second image wlien said cursor is 
positioned over a window associated with a foreground application that is in a 
busy state that prevents it from being currently accessed, and a third image when 
said cursor is positioned over a user interface element associated with a 
background process that is in a busy state , wherein said first and second images 
are distinct from each other, and said third image is based on a visual 
combination of the first and second images (page 138, figure 7-3); 

d. wherein the window has a first portion associated with said application and a 
second portion associated with said user interface (page 36, figure 2-6), and 

e. wherein said second image is only displayed when said cursor is positioned over 
said first portion of the window (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 2: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 1 , wherein said foreground 
process is an application (page 57, Understanding Programs and Documents) and said 
associated user interface element is a window (page 31, Managing Windows). 

Claim 3: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 2, wherein the window has a 
first portion associated with said application and a second portion associated with said 
user interface (page 32, figure 2-3), and wherein said second image is only displayed 
when said cursor is positioned over said first portion of the window (page 138, figure 7- 
3). 
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Claim 4: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 1 , wherein said first image 
comprises a pointer, and each of said second and third images comprise designs that 
indicate a wait state (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 5: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 4, wherein each of said wait 
state designs is animated (page 139, Finding Automated Cursors). 

Claim 6: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 4, wherein said third image 
comprises a hybrid of the design of said second image and a pointer (page 138, figure 
7-3). 

Claim 7: Simpson discloses a user interface for a computer, comprising: at least three 
different images that are associated with a cursor and that respectively indicate 

a. a currently accessible state (page 138, figure 7-3), 

b. a busy state for a foreground process (page 138, figure 7-3), and 

c. a busy state for a background process (page 138, figure 7-3); and 

d. means for detecting the position of a cursor relative to a user interface object 
(page 134, Personalize the Mouse) and 

e. selectively displaying one of said three images at said position to indicate the 
state of a process associated with the object (page 138, figure 7-3). 
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Claim 8: Simpson discloses the user interface of claim 7, wherein the object comprises 
a window associated with an application program, and the selected image indicates the 
state of the application (Page 31, Managing Windows). 

Claims 9 and 15: Simpson discloses a method and computer readable medium for 
displaying a cursor in a computer user interface, comprising the steps of: 

a. detecting when the cursor is positioned relative to an object associated with a 
process (page 246, figure 13-4); 

b. determining whether the process is in a state where its functionality can be 
currently accessed or in a busy state (page 138, figure 7-3); 

c. for a process that is in a busy state, determining whether the process is operating 
in the foreground or the background (page 138, figure 7-3); 

d. selectively displaying a first image for the cursor if the process is busy and 
operating in the foreground (page 138, figure 7-3), 

e. or a second image for the cursor if the process is busy and operating in the 
background (page 138, figure 7-3), and 

f. displaying a third image for the cursor if the process is in said state where its 
functionality can be currently accessed, wherein said first and third images are 
distinct from each other, and said second image is based on a visual combination 
of the first and third images (page 138, figure 7-3). 
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Claims 10 and 16: Simpson discloses the method and computer readable medium of 
claim 9 and 15, further including the step of displaying a third image for the cursor if the 
process is in said state where its functionality can be currently accessed (page 138, 
figure 7-3). 

Claims 11,17 and 18: Simpson discloses the method and computer readable medium 
of claims 10 and 15: 

a. wherein the image associated with an object that is currently accessible 
comprises a pointer (page 138, figure 7-3), 

b. the image associated with a busy foreground process indicates a wait state 
(page 138, figure 7-3), 

c. the image associated with a busy background process comprises a hybrid of said 
other two images (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 12: Simpson discloses the method of claim 9 

a. wherein said first image comprises a symbol that represents a wait state, and 

(page 138, figure 7-3) 

b. said second image comprises a combination of said symbol and an indicator that 
represents accessibility (page 138, figure 7-3. 



Claim 13: Simpson discloses the method of claim 9: 
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a. wherein said foreground process is an application and (page 57, Understanding 
Programs and Documents) 

b. said associated user interface object is a window (Page 31 , Managing Windows). 

Claim 14: Simpson discloses the method of claim 13 

a. wherein the window has a first portion associated with said application and (page 
32, figure 2-3) 

b. a second portion associated with said user interface, and (page 32, figure 2-3) 

c. wherein the image associated with a foreground process that is currently busy is 
only displayed when said cursor is positioned over said first portion of the window 
(page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 20: Simpson discloses the computer system of claim 19 

a. wherein one of said plurality of user interface objects that represents a given 
application comprises a window, and (page 31, Managing Windows) 

b. another of said plurality of objects that represents said given application is a 
member of the group comprising an icon, a minimized window and a button 
(page 246, figure 13-4). 



Claim 21 : Simpson discloses a method for displaying a cursor in a computer user 
interface, comprising the steps of: 
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a. representing an application being executed on a computer by means of a 
plurality of user interface objects displayed on a desktop of the user interface 
(page 246, figure 13-4); 

b. detecting when the cursor is positioned over any of said plurality of user interface 
objects (page 246, figure 13-4); 

c. determining whether the application represented by the user interface object over 
which the cursor is positioned is in a busy state or a currently accessible state; 
and (page 138, figure 7-3) 

d. selectively displaying a first image for the cursor if the application is currently 
accessible (page 138, figure 7-3), 

e. a second image for the cursor if the application is in the foreground and is in a 
busy state, or a (page 138, figure 7-3) 

f. third image for the cursor if the application is in the background and is in a busy 
state, while the cursor is positioned over said object (page 138, figure 7-3), 

g. wherein said first and second images are distinct from each other, and said third 
image is based on a visual combination of the first and second images (page 
138, figure 7-3). 

Claim 22: Simpson discloses the method of claim 21 : 

a. wherein one of said plurality of user interface objects that represents said 
application comprises a window, and (page 31, Managing Windows) 
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b. another of said plurality of objects that represents said application is a mennber of 
the group comprising an icon, a minimized window and a button (page 246, 
figure 13-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 23, 24, 26-36, 38-48, 50-58 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simpson (Windows 95 Uncut) in view of Malamud (US 6,606,101) 
and further in view of Marks (US 6, 097,390). 

Claims 23, 35 and 47: Simpson discloses a computer readable medium containing a 
user interface and a method comprising: 

a. at least two different images for a cursor, including a first image which comprises 
a pointer arrow having a tail, and (page 138, figure 7-3) 

b. a second image which comprises a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow with a 
graphic in place of said tail, wherein said graphic represents a condition of a 
process; and (page 138, figure 7-3) 

c. means for normally displaying a cursor with said first image and (page 1 38, figure 
7-3) 
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d. displaying means for switching the display to said second image upon detecting 
that said cursor is associated with a user interface object that corresponds with 
said condition (page 138, figure 7-3), 

but does not disclose said condition is the dragging of an object, and said displaying 
means switches said display upon initiation of a drag operation. However, Malamud 
discloses using "information pointers" (column 12, lines 65-67, and column 12, lines 1- 
41) in drag and drop operations. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add supplementing the 
pointer when initiating a drag and drop. One would have been motivated to display a 
different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop in order to remind the user what 
operation they are engaging in. 

Marks discloses that a visual pointer can take different shapes to indicate operations 
such as drag and drop (column 1 , lines 36-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to display a 

different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop. One would have been 
motivated to display a different pointer image when initiating a drag and drop because 
pointer images are often used to indicate the current operation. 

Claims 24, 36 and 48: Simpson discloses the computer readable medium and method 
of claims 23, 35 and 47 
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a. wherein said condition is a busy state for an application, and (page 138, figure 7- 
3) 

b. said displaying means switches said display upon detecting that the cursor is 
positioned over a user interface object associated with an application in a busy 
state (page 138, figure 7-3). 

Claims 26, 38 and 50: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claims 23, 35 and 47 and Malamud further discloses: 

a. further including a third image comprising a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow 
with a graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy operation, and (column 
12, lines 65-67, and column 12, lines 1-41) 

b. wherein said displaying means switches said display from said second image to 
said third image upon detecting that the cursor is positioned over a destination 
object to which the dragged object can be copied (column 12, lines 65-67, and 
column 12, lines 1-41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention for Simpson to further include a third image comprising a hybrid 
consisting of a pointer arrow with a graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy 
operation, and wherein said displaying means switches said display from said second 
image to said third image upon detecting that the cursor is positioned over a destination 
object to which the dragged object can be copied. One would have been motivated to 
further include a third image comprising a hybrid consisting of a pointer arrow with a 
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graphic in place of said tail that represents a copy operation, and wherein said 
displaying means switches said display from said second image to said third image 
upon detecting that the cursor is positioned over a destination object to which the 
dragged object can be copied in order to remind the user that the operation to be 
performed is a copy operation. 

Claims 27, 39 and 51 : Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method claims 26, 38 and 50 and Malamud further discloses 

a. wherein the graphic of said second image has a first color, and (column 9, lines 
9-10) 

b. the graphic of said third image has a second, different color (column 9, lines 9- 
10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary sl<iii in the art at the time 
of the invention for Simpson to add wherein the graphic of said second image has a first 
color, and the graphic of said third image has a second, different color. One would have 
been motivated add wherein the graphic of said second image has a first color, and the 
graphic of said third image has a second, different color to further distinguish between 
the two graphics. 

Claims 28, 30, 40, 42, 52 and 54: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer 
readable medium and method of claims 25, 26, 37, 38, 49 and 50 and Marks further 
discloses wherein said graphic of said second image includes a quantitative value that 
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represents a characteristic of the dragged object (column 3, lines 54-67 and column 4, 
lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said graphic of said second 
image includes a quantitative value that represents a characteristic of the dragged 
object. One would have been motivated to add wherein said graphic of said second 
image includes a quantitative value that represents a characteristic of the dragged 
object to indicate the progress of the operation. 

Claims 29, 41 and 53: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claims 28, 40 and 52 and Marks further discloses wherein the 
graphic of said third image also includes said quantitative value (column 3, lines 54-67 
and column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein the 
graphic of said third image also includes said quantitative value. One would have been 
motivated to add wherein the graphic of said third image also includes said quantitative 
value in order to indicate the state of the process being executed. 

Claims 31 , 43 and 55: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said 
quantitative value indicates the number of objects that are being dragged (column 3, 
lines 54-67 and column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein 
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said quantitative value indicates the number of objects that are being dragged. One 
would have been motivated to add wherein said quantitative value indicates the number 
of objects that are being dragged to know the magnitude of the operation about to be 
executed. 

Claims 32, 44 and 56: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said 
quantitative value indicates the size of one or more objects being dragged (column 3, 
lines 54-67 and column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein 
said quantitative value indicates the size of one or more objects being dragged. One 
would have been motivated to add wherein said quantitative value indicates the size of 
one or more objects being dragged to know the magnitude of the operation about to be 
executed. 

Claims 33, 45 and 57: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claims 30, 42 and 54 and Marks further discloses wherein said 
graphic comprises a geometric object, and the size of said geometric object is 
dynamically varied to accommodate said quantitative value (column 3, lines 54-67 and 
column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said graphic 
comprises a geometric object, and the size of said geometric object is dynamically 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/690,61 1 Page 1 7 

Art Unit: 2179 

varied to acconnnnodate said quantitative value. One would have been motivated to add 
wherein said graphic comprises a geometric object, and the size of said geometric 
object is dynamically varied to accommodate said quantitative value to know the 
magnitude of the operation about to be executed. 

Claims 34, 46 and 58: Simpson, Malamud and Marks disclose the computer readable 
medium and method of claim 23, 35 and 47 and Marks further discloses wherein said 
graphic indicates that an object being dragged will be deleted (column 3, lines 54-67 
and column 4, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Simpson to add wherein said 
graphic indicates that an object being dragged will be deleted. One would have been 
motivated to add wherein said graphic indicates that an object being dragged will be 
deleted in order for the user to know that the object being dragged will not reside in two 
locations, only in the destination location. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Heffington whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1696. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:00 - 5:30 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JMH 
3/24/08 



/Ba Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



